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of looking for alternative sites, ignoring 99
per cent of the potential area.

"They also concluded that the development
would be particularly intrusive on this site
and damaging to the character and appear-
ance of this rural area.

"CAPRI should be congratulated on the
very professional job they have done."

But a spokesman for National Grid said:
"We are disappointed that planning permis-
sion has been refused.

"We will look very carefully at the wording
of the refusal and will consider all the op-
tions available to us."

be made to avoid. -

.them.

- When against terriffic odds a small nation is
‘seeking to preserve its personality and culture the
destruction of any area where the langnage and mnat-
‘ional characteristics have been traditionally preserved
‘would be a misfortune which every effort should

. Material economic advantages are far too dearly
bought when sécured at the loss of an inspiring spirits
ual inheritance and some modern efficiency enthus-
siasts need to have this fact forcibly impressed uapon

When alternatives which do not involve such a
loss are available, all who believe that man has needs
other than those of the body will sympathise with
the people of the Welsh nation in their efforts to see
that alternatives to the Tryweryn scheme be found
and adopted. I wish you every success. -
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Sept. 24, 1956. Dail Eireann, Dublin.
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In the mid nineteen sixties, Cwm Tryweryn includ-
ing the village of Capel Celyn in North Wales was
drowned to provide a water supply for the city of
Liverpool. The entire community ceased to exist
with the drowning of farms, post office, school,
church, graveyard.

Eamon de Valera sent the following message of
support to the group fighting to prevent the disaster.

—

Community Information - Erris, County Mayo, Ireland

VILLAGERS
WIN OUT
OVER GAS
STATION

22 December 2007 - 09:00
www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk

National Grid won't be allowed to
build a gas plant in Corse
[Gloucestershire]. Villagers who
have been campaigning against
the building of a Pressure Reduc-
tion Installation in Corse are over
the moon after a planning inspec-
tor refused permission for it.

The station would have been a vital part of
a new 122-mile pipeline being built be-
tween Swansea and Tirley.

The pipe would have carried 20 per cent of
the UK's gas - but without the PRI the pipe
will have to carry much less.

Forest of Dean District Council joined
forces with the Campaign Against Pressure
Reduction Installation to fight National
Grid's plans.

The council refused permission for the PRI in
October last year but National Grid appealed.

Now, after a three-week planning inquiry in
Avpril and Mav. planning inspector Kenneth

Smith has concluded the council was right.

He said the power company didn't do
enough research into other locations and
that the station would ruin the countryside
around Corse.

Peter McMurtrie, CAPRI chairman, said:
"We're delighted that the compelling and
comprehensive case presented by ourselves
and the council has been successful.

"We consider that the decision is a proper
recognition of the strength of opposition to
the PRI - and the validity of the arguments
presented by CAPRI at the inquiry when
proposals put forward by National Grid
were subjected to public scrutiny."

Forest MP Mark Harper welcomed the de-
cision.

He said: "I'm very pleased that the decision
of the Forest of Dean District Council to
refuse planning permission for this gas in-
stallation at Corse has been upheld.

"The Inspectors' report makes it very clear
that National Grid did not do a proper job
continued on back page



History has an uncanny habit of repeating itself. The plan to build an
experimental gas pipeline system through Wales has many things in
common with previous environmental and social disasters, along with the
current problems with the proposed Corrib gas scheme in County Mayo.

The unfortunate people of Capel Celyn in north Wales had their com-

munity literally destroyed in 1965 by outside interests, and an apology 40
years later from Liverpool City Council could never undo the wrongs com-
mitted in the name of ‘progress”.

Who, in another 40 years time, will apologise to the people of Erris for

the wrongs of today? It is time to learn from past mistakes.

Shadow of Tryweryn
hangs over Wales
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SOME 50 years ago Parliament voted
to flood Cwm Tryweryn in Meirion-
nydd, drowning the village of Capel
Celyn to provide water for the City of
Liverpool.

The plan went ahead even though every Welsh
MP bar one had voted against it. The anniversary
was marked last year by the drama production
Porth y Byddar by Manon Eames, which premiered
at the National Eisteddfod last August to standing
ovations every night.

But memories of this event have also been stirred
by the UK Government’s Planning White Paper.
Published last May in the fevered weeks after the
election result threw Welsh politics into flux, and
in the run-up to Tony Blair’s resignation as PM,
the document received little attention in the media.
This was particularly so in Wales, where its pro-
posals were seen to relate principally to England.

But despite its green-sounding title, “Planning for a
Sustainable Future” actually proposes widespread
changes that would take power out of the hands of
local communities and democratically elected poli-
ticians, and allow an unelected “planning commis-
sion” to drive through major infrastructure plans
with the potential to cause real damage to the
Welsh environment.

What’s more, the document’s proposals are not just
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long-term aspirations. These proposals have now
been embodied in the Planning Reform Bill which
was given a Third Reading at Westminster before
Christmas and which goes to Committee next Tuesday.

In England, the document proposes sweeping
changes which would make it easier and quicker
for the Government to push through developments
like roads, airports and power stations, denying
local people and local authorities the right to op-
pose them in principle at public inquiry. A number
of the major environmental NGOs have come to-
gether to oppose the proposals, dubbing them a
“planning disaster”.

As a spokesperson for Friends of the Earth put it,
“You won’t be able to object to a new nuclear
power station in your community, but you might
be consulted on what colour the gate is.”

In Wales, though, there has been much less discussion
about the proposals, which is surprising as they re-
open old wounds of the flooding of Cwm Tryweryn.

But the White Paper’s proposals would not just
signal a return to those days, but to something even
less democratic. It proposes that applications for all
energy projects over SOMW, including dams for
hydro-electric power, nuclear power stations, LNG
terminals and pipelines, wind farms and tidal bar-
rages, should be determined not by elected politi-
cians at all, but by a panel of two or three un-
elected members of the planning commission, only
one of whom would necessarily have any connec-
tion with Wales.

According to the Woodland Trust’s own figures,
electricity, wind power and gas projects are the
second most common development threats to irre-
placeable ancient woodland, with no less than 113
areas of ancient woodland currently under threat
from such projects around the UK.

How could organisations like the
Woodland Trust work to save
these woods, if the Government
had put an unelected planning
commission in place to approve
these applications, making clear
that there was effectively a pre-
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Tryvweryn is in Wales.

sumption in favour of the devel- * The lund and reaters of Tryweryn are pert of
opments concerned? the Welsh National Heritage.

Indeed, the panel that would * Liverpool wmust pay for the router it gots from
make decisions on the energy Wales.

development would be under no

obligation to make its decisions *  Weales 5 an auecien! Nelion.

in line with the Welsh Assem-

bly’s plans and policies, such as W  Liverpool forced its selieme through agoeinst the
the environmental strategy and will of the Welsh people.
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damentally disagrees with one of
the planning commission’s deci-
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The next few decades will most
certainly be difficult times, as
we struggle to maintain living
standards as fossil fuels become
ever more expensive and the

English  interests are  involved.

DEMAND A PARLIAMENT FOR WALES
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To stop this  robbery we

need to reduce carbon emissions
becomes an ever greater priority.
Clearly, difficult decisions will have to be made.
Environmentalists accept this. But short-circuiting
democracy to drive through ever more environ-
mentally destructive plans is no solution.

The Welsh Assembly has rightly nailed its colours
to the mast of sustainable development as its over-
arching strategic framework, thus taking into ac-
count the social and environmental impacts of de-
velopment, not just the economic.

The Valuing our Environment report for the WDA
and others found that £6bn of Wales’ GDP is di-
rectly dependent on the environment, while the
management and sustainable use of the environ-
ment contribute around £1.8bn in wages in Wales
and account for one-in-six Welsh jobs. And as the
world population increases and our impact on the
environment grows ever greater, the economic im-
portance of the environment is set to go up and up.

I would suggest, therefore, that the last thing we
need now is the Westminster Government, pursu-
ing a short-term economic development agenda,
forcing through plans which potentially damage
the Welsh environment and undermine sustainable

Leaflet expressing the objection towards the drowning of Capel Celyn.

development, against the wishes of local communi-
ties and the Welsh Assembly.

The UK Government has made clear that it sees
these plans as a priority that they wish to push
through the House of Commons this year. In con-
trast, we know that many members of the Assem-
bly are deeply worried about them and they see
them as undermining the Assembly’s position and
its commitment to sustainable development.

In the middle stand Wales’ 40 MPs. Do you know
how your MP plans to vote on the Government’s
Planning Reform Bill? Why not write to him or her
to ask? If you have a internet access, you don’t
even need a stamp, and there is a special website to
help you frame your message at:
www.planningdisaster.co.uk

* Rory Francis is public affairs officer for Coed
Cadw, the Woodland Trust in Wales and a trustee
of Wales Environment Link, a network of 30 volun-
tary environmental and countryside organisations
working for a better quality environment for
Wales, which represent 216,500 subscribing mem-
bers in Wales.



